
Scorecard: Evaluating A Journal Article 

Answer the questions about the article by circling Y (Yes) or N (No).  Count the Y’s to get a total score (maximum is 16).  

If your article received a score of: 
 

>10 = the article is probably reliable 

8 – 9 = the article might not be reliable 

<7 = the article is not reliable 

Currency Does the article address 
current environments (eg. last 
5 years)? 

Y 
 

N 

Does the article reference / 
cite current articles? 

Y 
 

N 

Is the full text of the article 
available? 

Y 
 

N 

  
___/3 

 

Relevance Does the information in the 
article relate to your topic / 
answer your question? 

Y 
 

N 

Is the information at an 
appropriate level for a 
Michener student?  

Y 
 

N 

Does the article follow the 
format: purpose; literature 
review; methods; findings; 
significance; recommendations? 

Y 
 

N 

Have you considered a 
variety of sources 
before determining this 
is the one to use? 

Y 
 

N 

 
 
 

___/4 

Authority Do the authors list their 
credentials? 

Y 
 

N 

Are the authors affiliated 
with a legitimate 
organization / institution? 

Y 
 

N 

Is the article published in a peer 
reviewed / scholarly / academic 
publication? 

Y 
 

N 

Does the article cite 
qualified sources? 

Y 
 

N 

 
___/4 

 

Accuracy Is the article supported with 
adequate evidence? 

Y 
 

N 

Does the language / tone 
seem unbiased and free of 
emotion? 

Y 
 

N 

Can you verify any of the 
information from another 
source? 

Y 
 

N 

  
___/3 

Purpose Is the purpose to inform / 
teach the audience?  (ie. NOT 
sell / persuade / entertain) 

Y 
 

N 

Is the information based on 
facts and NOT on opinion? 

Y 
 

N 

   
___/2 

 
TOTAL:     

 

 
____/16 
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